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House of Commons implied that he approved of the Catholic
claims, and that they might be conceded when the Union had
become law; he certainly encouraged Cornwallis, and gave
him power to bid openly for Catholic support; he perhaps
authorised Cornwallis to assure the Irish Catholic leaders that
their cause was his own. That upright but not very astute
nobleman, always the earnest champion of the Irish Catholics,
placed his own interpretation on Pitt's hints and words: he
had many conferences with the Heads of Catholic Ireland, and
entreated them to use their influence to promote the Union;
he unquestionably held out hopes, if he did not make promises;
he left them under the impression that their Emancipation was
certain and at hand. It should be added that, before this
time, Cornwallis had been negotiating with the Irish Catholic
Bishops, with reference to a provision for the priesthood; Pitt
seems to have been not aware of this; but the fact is, not the
less, of extreme significance. -The broad result was that the
Catholic leaders generally threw in their lot with the Union,
and drew the Catholic masses with them; Catholic Ireland,
in the main, declared for the measure; and this, Pitt and
Cornwallis agreed, was of supreme importance. A small
minority, however, of the Irish Catholics, with more insight,
and perhaps with more ambitious views, protested vehemently
against the proposed scheme; among these was Daniel O'Con-
nell, a young lawyer, just beginning his career.
The devices employed to bring about the Union made
their effects apparent in the Irish Parliament, when it assembled
again in January 1800. An amendment to the Address, by
which it was sought to stop the progress of the measure, was
rejected; the Question was introduced, a few days afterwards,
by a message from the Viceroy sending to both Houses the
Resolutions voted by the British Parliament, and recom-
mending the policy sanctioned by it. The debates on the
subject, arising in different ways, were impassioned, and took